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Upcoming Events 

 NMMU Convocation and 

Alumni AGM - 26 May 

 Alumni Association Execu-

tive Committee Meeting - 

24 June 

 Cape Town Alumni Inter-

est Group Social - June  

 UK Alumni Chapter Social 

- August  

 East London Alumni 

Chapter Social - Septem-

ber  

 JHB Alumni Chapter So-

cial - October  

 Alumni Executive Commit-

tee Breakfast - November  

 Alumni Awards Event - 

November  

Legacy Programmes 

 Accounting Reunion (1965

-1985) - 23 September   

 Law Reunion (1965-1990) 

- 24 September  

 Architecture Reunion 

(1965 - 1985) - 22 October  

 Pharmacy Reunion (1960 

- 1985) - 29 October  

George plays host 

GRAND GATHERING … President of the Alumni Association Randall Jonas (from 

left) with NMMU George Campus principal Christo Fabricius, his wife Karin Fabri-

cius and Eden District 2010 special projects manager Andy Lamont enjoyed the 

Southern Cape Alumni social at the Herolds Bay Hotel in George recently.   

GEORGE took centre stage in May 

when it hosted a series of events 

highlighting its importance as an 

NMMU campus. 

An alumni social, the opening of a new 

student recreational centre and the stag-

ing of Open Day for prospective NMMU 

learners all took place within 72 hours in 

the beautiful Garden Route city. 

Thursday night was dedicated to the 

opening of the new student centre, part 

of a R34m infrastructure investment on 

the campus, and the launch of the 

George Campus Open Day.   

The George Campus choir entertained 

guests in the centre, which forms part  

of the campus principal’s former resi-

dence.  

On Friday dozens of grade 11 & 12 

flocked to George Campus to seek infor-

mation on studying at NMMU.  

The same evening the Alumni Associa-

tion hosted the Southern Cape Alumni 

Social at the Herolds Bay Hotel as part 

of NMMU’s aim of raising awareness on 

the recent happenings and events to 

come. 

On the Saturday, prospective students 

continued to pour on campus for the final 

session at Open Day in the hall and ad-

jacent marquee. All told 950 guests vis-

ited Open Day. 

UNITY FOR TOMORROW 1 

Alumni social, Open Day part of festivities 

http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=779&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=779&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=780&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=781&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=781&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=782&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=782&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=783&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=783&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=785&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=839&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=839&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=838&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1
http://www.nmmu.ac.za/default.asp?id=10234&did=169&eid=838&mod=eventsdetail&gh=Events&np=1


Alumni Ambassador 
Programme launched 
Nelson Mandela Met-

ropolitan University’s 

Alumni Relations Of-

fice launched its new 

Ambassadors Pro-

gramme at the PE 

Chapter social re-

cently. 

The function at the 

newly-revamped Madibaz 

Café on South Campus 

was attended by more 

than 120 graduates and 

friends of NMMU.  

Alumni Director Paul 

Geswindt said the new 

programme celebrated 

and recognized alumni 

role models. 

Ambassadors include 

events company CEO 

Andrew Binning and Nel-

son Mandela Bay Munici-

pality assistant director, George Meko.   

Businessmen Neil Campher, Mark 

Alexander, Jan Muller and Riaan Claas-

sen who also serve on the international 

student society advisory board, AIE-

SEC,  agreed to be ambassadors. 

Ambassadors need not to be rich and 

famous or bosses of organisations. 

There are many individuals who  

contribute to their alma mater by serving 

on committees and boards and act as 

mentors.  

The Ambassador Programme recog-

nises these individuals who unselfishly 

contribute their time, expertise and re-

sources to their alma mater to make a 

difference. 

NEW FACES …  Entrepreneur Kwezi Blose, NMMU 

Dean of Law Vivienne Lawack-davids, Communica-

tions manager Elmari Van De Merwe were introduced 

as Ambassadors at the Alumni Social that took place 

at Madibaz Café on South Campus recently.  

Alumni asked to receive news on a more regular basis.  
Our young NMMU Alumni Relations Directorate is 

pleased to introduce the first quarterly electronic news-
letter. 

At our recent graduation the alumni family grew by 
close to 5000 new members.   

And many other exciting things are happening on 
campus.   

But what of your achievements and interesting news? 
Why not visit your alma mater again? There are al-

ways concerts and public lectures happening.   
We appreciate that your time is precious and hence a 

quick-read format for our  newsletters.  
But please share your views and stories. We need 

two-way communication. 
 

Warm NMMU regards Paul Geswindt 

Message from Alumni Relations Director 

Contact us 

Liscka Welcome  

041 504 3935 (t) 

041 504 1714 (f) 

liscka.welcome@nmmu.ac.za 
alumni@nmmu.ac.za   
 
Visit our website @ 

www.nmmu.ac.za/alumni 

 

and our facebook page @ 

www.facebook.com  

 

University Shop 

Sanlam Student Village  

Baakier Abrahams 

041 504 4371 (t) 

041 504 1851 (f) 

nmmu.shop@nmmu.ac.za 

Trading hours : 09:00 - 15:30 
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What it takes… 
To be an NMMU Alumni Ambassador 
you must be able to contribute posi-
tively to the image of the university 
and offer value as a role model in 
society. 
Ambassador requirements: 

 Be in possession of a degree/
diploma from NMMU or former 
UPE or PE Technikon 

 Be a respected citizen and role 
model 

 Have excelled in a specific field 
and  

 Exemplify pride and commitment 

to alma mater. 
Furthermore, as an Ambassador, 
you are expected to: 

 Participate in the Alumni Rela-

tionship Campaign 

 Actively promote Alumni and en-
courage members to sign up 

 Get involved with programmes 

 Share good news with the Alumni 
Relations Office and spread 
NMMU good news to the world 

 Attend function and events when-
ever possible and  

 Bring fellow alumni along and 
contribute in cash or kind 

In return NMMU will continue to cele-
brate Alumni 
 success and continue to be a part of 
your development. 

http://www.nmmu.ac.za/alumni


New appointments at Alumni 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Profile of the month - Romano Daniels 
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ALUMNI STAFF … (back) Paul Geswindt (Alumni Director) , Baakier Abrahams (newly 
appointed Alumni Relations Officer), (front) Santosh Ramadu (Alumni relations Offi-
cer), Lyree Boucher (University Shop Intern), Liscka Welcome (newly appointed 
Alumni Administrative Officer) and Mzi Bloro (Alumni Relations Intern)  

ACHIEVER … Nelson Mandela Metro-

politan University Alumnus Romano 

Daniels, former P E Technikon graduate 

was recently appointed as the new 

Managing Director of Bridgestone     

Retail. 

Former PE Technikon graduate 
Romano Daniels was recently ap-
pointed as the managing director 
of Bridgestone Retail. He spoke to 

Liscka Welcome. 

From those heady Apartheid days 

when he was one of very few coloureds 

studying at the former PE Technikon, 

Romano Daniels is now the new manag-

ing director of Bridgestone Retail, the 

retail arm of one of the world's leading 

tyre manufacturers.  

Daniels graduated in 1988, and began 

working at Firestone (now Bridgestone) 

in Port Elizabeth.  

He worked there for 21 years, experi-

encing the company’s many phases from 

the watershed Rubicon speech through 

to management takeovers.   

His appointment as managing director 

of Bridgestone Retail in Johannesburg 

came as a shock.  

“I was somewhat surprised - totally 

flabbergasted, actually. I really did not 

see it coming so soon.” 

Daniels said his wife was even more 

astounded, but his sons expressed “a 

measured sense of pride”.  

Briefs 

Gasa part of team 24 

NMMU Alumnus and Project manage-
ment lecturer, Bridgette Gasa has 
recently been appointed as the young-
est member of the National Planning 
Commission by President Jacob 
Zuma. 

Gasa is part of a 24 member team 
who will be advising the chairperson  
of the new National Planning Commis-
sion, Trevor Manuel on Vision 2025. 
Others include former government 
policy maker Joel Netshitenzhes , as 
well as businessman Cyril Rama-
phosa, who is also the deputy chair-
person of the commission.  

 

First for Africa 

NMMU is set to become the leading 
centre for nanoscience (the science of 
small things) thanks to the acquisition 
of a suite of high-resolution transmis-
sion electron microscopes valued at 
R80m that can analyse materials at 
atomic level. 

Building of the new R30m centre be-
gins this month. 

 

Host venue 

The likes of Rooney and Ronaldo will 
grace the revamped NMMU sports 
premises during their training warm-
ups for the 2010 Fifa Soccer World 
Cup, while hundreds of officials will be 
accommodated in the university resi-
dences for the month-long event. 

 

Teaching security 

NMMU will be training South African 
Police Services to use a new commu-
nication system -  Tetra (Terrestrial 
Trunked Radio) to ultimately make 
South Africa a better place.  

The Tetra Academy is being run by 
the School of Information Technology. 

 

Formula Student 

STUDENTS from various faculties 

have been building a racing car from 

scratch and marketing it as part of an 

international Formula Student compe-

tition. It is hoped the vehicle can be 

shipped to Europe to compete in the 

contest that measures everything from 

design through to racing ability.  

“As the new MD, Daniels plans to start 

well and finish meaningfully”.  

He says the company is constantly striv-

ing to be the people’s brand of choice, and 

he is determined to ensure that this re-

mains the case. 

“Real success happens only when we 

start to act selflessly and pursue reward 

beyond immediate gratification. Above all 

else,” he says, “it is only possible if it is 

through the help of others.” 
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Mentoring Programme launched  

NMMU is one of the first uni-

versities in South Africa to run 

a mentoring programme for 

first year engineering degree 

and diploma students.   

Brainchild of the dean of the 

Faculty of Engineering, the Built 

Environment and Information 

Technology, Professor Henk De 

Jager, the initiative was launched 

to give mechanical and electrical 

engineering students support 

with their studies, thus making 

them more successful. 

The programme, which is 

headed by two retired engineers 

Ken Ramjee and Demetrios Ar-

gyrakis, will also support student 

towards developing their employ-

ability with the help of specialist 

mentors.  

Both men are actively involved 

in the Engineering Council of 

South Africa (ECSA).  

Ramjee, an alumnus, who 

completed his studies at the  

former Port Elizabeth Technikon, 

and Argyrakis will be training 

senior mentors with the knowl-

edge to mentor students from  

INVOLVED … These two 

retired engineers, Ken Ram-

jee and Demetrios  Argy-

rakis will be mentoring first 

- year Engineering students.  

first year. “The skills we will be 

sharing with the mentors are 

ones found outside of the class-

room environment and in the 

working environment,” said Ram-

jee.  

For Ramjee involvement in 

such a programme is his way of 

giving back to the community.  

“We would like other retired 

engineers to join the programme. 

It’s the time to give back,” he 

said.  
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CELEBRATIONS … NMMU alumni numbers are 

growing with an extra 5103 students like Zimasa 

Peter (from left), Phila Ntete and Siyasanga Mtotywa 

who graduated n April.  

MORE than 5000 students graduated from NMMU recently.  

The university also honoured Professor Gaye le Roux, Dr 

Navenethen Pillay and Raymond Patrick Uren with honor-

ary doctorates at the ceremonies, and will soon host an-

other ceremony to celebrate with conservationist Sir David 

Attenborough. 

All told 39 doctoral degrees were awarded, along with 249 

masters degrees. 

The faculty of Science was in the spotlight with16 doctor-

ates, followed by the faculties of Business and Economic 

Sciences and Education with a total of 16 doctorates be-

tween them. They were followed by the faculties of Engi-

neering, the Built Environment and Information Technology 

with 3, and Arts and Health Sciences with 2 respectively.  

5103 students 
graduate at NMMU  

CATCHING UP …  1965 - 1990 Cricket Club Reunion welcomed more than 200 alumni back to NMMU.  Former cricket club 

president and current director: Legacies Professor Kotie Grove (centre) and his cricket team Arthur Coy (from left), previ-

ous NMMU trustee for 13 years and CEO of TRACK, Deputy Vice-Chancellor Academic Prof Christo van Loggerenberg, Roy-

den Vice, CEO WACO,  John Lynch, CEO of various Phil Gutsche companies, Prof Ryno Naudé, HOD Biochemistry, Gerald 

Farber, first SC (senior council) who graduated at former UPE, Prof Cedric McCleland, Chemistry, Tank Coetzee, owner of 

Ford franchise in Graaff-Reinet, Ryno van den Bergh, formerly NMMU Biochemistry, Bill Metelerkamp, attorney PE and 

Tony Gush (front) MD health services company prepare for their team match that formed part of the reunion programme. 
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